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Rulemaking Update

The NRC has made
publically available
documents that were
submitted by the NRC
staff to the Commission
for voting on the Final
Rule: Requirements for
Fingerprint-Based
Criminal History Re-

cords Checks for In-
dividuals Seeking
Unescorted Access to
Nonpower Reactors
(Research or Test
Reactors).
these documents is
via the NRC website

http://www.nrc.gov/
reading-rm/adams.html,
in the ADAMS library.
Click Begin Web-based
ADAMS Search <http://
wba.nrc.gov:8080/ves>
Type ML111250144 under
Simple Search.

Access to

Recommendations of the Near-
Term Task Force Review of the
Fukushima Dai-ichi Accident

In March 2011, the Commission estab-
lished a task force to conduct a systematic
and methodical review of available infor-
mation from the ongoing nuclear accident
at Fukushima Dai-ichi in Japan and to rec-
ommend near-term actions to enhance
safety at U.S. reactors.

On July 12, 2011, the Near-Term Task
Force issued its report with 12 overarching
recommendations. The recommendations
fall into five categories:

e  Clarify the NRC’s regulatory frame-
work for events of low probability but
high consequence.

e  Ensure protection against accidents
caused by severe natural phenomena.

e  Enhance the mitigation of accidents
should they occur.

e Strengthen emergency prepared-
ness for protection of the public.

e Improve the effectiveness of the
NRC’s programs.

The NRC established a steering commit-
tee of senior executives to provide stra-
tegic direction on implementing the
recommendations of the Near-Term Task
Force. The committee will also provide
input to the NRC'’s long-term response to
the events at Fukushima.

For more information, click on: NRC ac-
tivities related to the nuclear accident at
Fukushima Dai-ichi.

NRC Participates in TRTR

From September 12-15, 2011, NRC staff members and managers participated in the 2011 meeting of the National
Organization of Test, Research, and Training Reactors (TRTR) held in Idaho Falls, Idaho. Copies of the presentations

given by NRC staff members are available on:
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2 Renewals in Q4

e On July 27, 2011, NRC issued
the renewed, 20-year Facility
License No. CX-22 for the Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute
Critical Experiments Facility.

e On September 29, 2011, NRC
issued the renewed, 20-year
Facility License No. R-76 for the
Washington State University
Modified TRIGA Nuclear Reactor

Five Renewals were

completed in Fiscal
Year 2011!!

Massachusetts Institute
of Technology
University of Wisconsin
University of New Mexico
Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute
Washington State
University

http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/non-power.html The NRC held two well-

attended public meetings (click on title to see summaries): Streamlining NPR license renewal and guidance for
graded evaluations of RTR digital instrumentation and control upgrades. Keynote speakers were from Idaho State

University, Idaho National Laboratory, and the NRC (Bruce Boger, Deputy Office Director, Reactor Safety Programs).
Technical presentations were in the areas of Reactor Analysis Methods and Results; Research Projects and Results;
Reactor Infrastructure, Utilization, Instrumentation; Reactor and Facilities Upgrades; and Educational Initiatives.
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Staff Changes: Welcome to Robert Nelson
and Good Luck to Scott Sloan

Robert A. Nelson, Captain, U.S. Navy (Retired), became the DPR Deputy
Director on May 22, 2011. He is known to the staff as “Nelson.” Nelson
joined the NRC in 1991 and joined the NRC’s Senior Executive Service in
2008 as Deputy Director, Division of Operating Reactor Licensing. In his
new position, he provides primary management direction to and oversight
of PROB and PRLB. He serves as the principal management interface with
the National Organization of Test, Research, and Training Reactors.

Prior NRC assignments include supervisory positions directing regulatory
oversight of power reactor licensing, transportation, spent nuclear fuel,
dry storage installations, uranium mills, uranium conversion facilities,
gaseous diffusion plants, physical security, nuclear material control pro-

gram, export licensing, international safeguards,
decommissioning, and radioactive waste. Before
joining the NRC, Nelson worked in private indus-
try, rising to president of a subsidiary of Essex
Corporation. In the U.S. Navy, he qualified as En-
gineer Officer, served in the engineering on a sub-
marine, and instructed in a nuclear power training
unit. Nelson holds a Bachelor of Science degree in
Physics from The Pennsylvania State University
and a MBA degree from George Mason University.

Warm welcome to Nelson!

Scott Sloan, formerly responsible for Emergency
Planning, transferred to the division’s Rulemaking
Branch to provide immediate backfill and address
an emergent need.

We will miss Scott!

Reorganization of the Division of Policy & Rulemaking

The Commission has approved a new organiza-
tional structure within the Division of Policy and

Rulemaking (DPR). The three branches that
regulated the nonpower reactors will now be
folded into two branches: Research and Test
Reactors Oversight Branch (PROB), Johnny
Eads, Chief, and Research and Test Reactors
Licensing Branch (PRLB), Jessie Quichocho,
Chief. The reorganization changes will become
effective on October 9, 2011. Patricia Silva,
Chief, Research and Test Reactors Projects
Branch, will end her rotation in DPR on Novem-
ber 5, 2011, and return to her position of
Branch Chief in the Office of Nuclear Material

activities,

PRLB Functions

RTR licensing

licensing of MIP

PROB Functions

RTR inspections and
operator licensing
security,
emergency planning,
incident response

Security and Safeguards, Division of Fuel Cycle
Safety and Safeguards, Conversion, Deconver-
sion, and Enrichment Branch.

New National Terrorism Advisory System

The NRC recently issued three regula-
tory information summaries (RISs) to
make licensees aware of a change in the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s
(DHS’s) Homeland Security Advisory
System (HSAS).

The National Terrorism Advisory System
has replaced the HSAS. The new Na-
tional Terrorism Advisory System has
two threat levels: “Elevated Alert” and
“Imminent Alert.”

An “Elevated Threat Alert” warns of a
credible terrorist threat against the
United States and its territories that is
general in both timing and target, or
that details significant trends and devel-
opments in terrorism such that it is rea-
sonable to recommend the implementa-
tion of protective measures to thwart or
mitigate an attack.

An “Imminent Threat Alert” warns of a
credible, specific, and impending terror-
ist threat against the United States and

its territories that is sufficiently specific
and credible to recommend the imple-
mentation of protective measures to
thwart or mitigate an attack.

IA-11-02 was recently mailed to RTRs:
“Homeland Security Advisory System
Transition to the National Terrorism
Advisory System on April 26, 2011.”

Each RIS listed below is addressed to
specific classes of licensees. Some re-
search and test reactors may fall into
more than one class.

RIS 2005-12, Revision 1,
“Transportation of Radioactive Material
Quantities of Concern NRC Threat Advi-

sory and Protective Measures System,”
dated August 24, 2011.

(Agencywide Documents Access and
Management System (ADAMS) Acces-
sion No. ML11189A072)

RIS 2002-12I, Revision 2,
“Transportation and Spent Nuclear Fuel
Greater Than 100 Grams NRC Threat

Advisory and Protective Measures Sys-
tem,” dated August 24, 2011 (ADAMS
Accession No. ML11189A106)

RIS 2002-12B, Revision 1, “Research
and Test Reactors NRC Threat Advisory
and Protective Measures System,” dated

August 24, 2011 (ADAMS Accession
No. ML11189A079)
Contact: Beth Reed 301-415-2130

NTAS Alerts

Imminent Threat Alert
Warns of a credible, specific,
and impending terrorist
threat against the U.S.
Elevated Threat Alert
Warns of a credible terrorist
threat against the U.S.
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