
  
 

NRC ENDORSES INDUSTRY REVISED GUIDANCE ON CONDUCTING  
HOSTILE ACTION-BASED EMERGENCY DRILLS  

 
 The NRC issued a document today endorsing revised guidance developed by the Nuclear 
Energy Institute (NEI) for how nuclear power plants should voluntarily conduct baseline hostile 
action-based emergency preparedness drills. The Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) requires no 
action or written response by licensees. 
 

Current NRC regulations do not require licensees to use hostile action scenarios in their 
emergency preparedness drills and exercises. However, in 2005, NEI offered a phased approach 
for licensees to voluntarily conduct such drills within a three-year period. These “off-year” 
hostile-action based drills, also called “Phase 3 Drills,” are not evaluated by the NRC or the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and provide a “no fault” opportunity for 
licensees to demonstrate responses to the unique challenges security actions pose to existing 
emergency preparedness programs. During 2007, nine hostile action-based drills were 
conducted, and 26 are scheduled for 2008.  

 
The revised guidance being endorsed clarifies the scope and methods of demonstration of 

key objectives of these hostile-action drills. NRC is working with FEMA to identify proposed 
changes to emergency preparedness regulations and guidance to incorporate hostile action-based 
scenarios into biennial emergency preparedness exercises. A copy of the RIS can be found at:  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/gen-comm/reg-issues/2008/index.html . 

 
 

### 
 
 News releases are available through a free listserv subscription at the following Web address:  
http://www.nrc.gov/public-involve/listserver.html. The NRC homepage at www.nrc.gov also offers a SUBSCRIBE 
link. E-mail notifications are sent to subscribers when news releases are posted to NRC's Web site. 
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