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( USEC

A Global Energy Company

- November 12, 2003

Ms Nancy Strayer

Letter of Consultatxon for the Proposed Constrnctxon and. jperatnon of ‘the Amencan e
Centnfuge Commerelal Plant at the Portsmouth Gaseous Drﬁ'usron Plant in Piketon, Olno %

USEC Inc. (USEC) is preparmg an Envrronmental Report (ER) m accordance wrth 10 Code of Voo
Federal Regulatzons (CFR) 51.45 for the proposed use of several former U.S: Departmcnt of
Energy (DOE) Gas Centrifuge Enrichment Plant (GCEP) buxldmgs assocxated parkmg areas, .

and pedestnan/vehlcle portals on the DOE Portsmouth ' Gaseous Diffusion” Plant (PORTS) .
resctvation. - 'USEC ‘proposes to. construct and operate the Amencan Centnfuge ‘Commercial.”
Plant, a uranium enrichment facrllty that would produce 3.5 million separatrve work units (SWU)A 4

using centnfuge technology The" ennched uramum is sold for use in nuclear power plants to.
generate electricity. * This site ‘is one of two under consrderatlon by ‘USEC for the American
‘Centrifiige Commércial Plant. “A siting decision has fiot’ been ‘Tnade; but is expected later thls'
calendar year. . - ; Ce

USEC ‘is  a private corporatlon regulated by the U S Nuclear Regulatory Commxssxon (NRC) .
The American Centrifuge Commercial Plant is the third step in USEC’s plan to demonstrate and .
deploy the ‘American Centnﬁxge technology The first step is the Demonstratlon Prolect wh1ch: ,
is underway in Oak ‘Ridge, Tennessée, and will demonstrate an economlcally attractive gas
.centrifuge machine and enrichment process. The second step is the deployment of the American
Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility at PORTS, which is also underway and will provide reliability,
performance, cost, and other vital data of the enrichment process. Based on the success of these

initial two steps, USEC will make a final decision whether to deploy the American Centntuge
Commerclal Plant.

The proposed action would result from locating the Commercial Plant at the site of the former
DOE GCEP and the existing site of the American Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility. The GCEP
facilities, located within DOE’s PORTS reservation were built in the early 1980s. The GCEP
program was terminated in 1985.

USEC Inc.
6903 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817-1818
Telephone 301-564-3200 Fax 301-564-3201 http://www.usec.com
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Ms. Nancy Strayer
November 12, 2003 ‘ i
Page 2 of 4 .

The GCEP facilities are adjacent to the existing gaseous diffusion plant, which ceased uranium \_/
enrichment operations in May 2001. Currently, the primary uses of the GCEP facilities are, K
waste storage, warchouse activities, office and locker areas for support functions for the DOE.
Upon NRC issuance of a license next year, the Lead Cascade Facility will be allowed to operate
up to 240 centrifuge machines in the recycle mode as a “closed loop™ system.

The Commercial Plant would utilize two, existing process buildings (i.e., X-3001 -and X-3002) A
filled with’ centnﬁlée machines in a. cascade arrangement to produce 3:5 ‘million SWU' of.:
enriched . urarium The two - process ‘buildings- will house- the: .centrifige. ‘machines,
- assoc:ated process plpmg, mstrumentatlon and controls, computer’ systems and auxiliary, support.

- , ppo est -é'Faclhty, X-7727HJ.

. Transter-Comdor; and X-7725 Recyolatand ‘Assembly Buﬂdmgwmexx-solz will; provide =&
o overs1ght “and control of the eqmpmentum ‘the; cascade and’ also provxdes oﬂices, Jockets,, chang’e-"
i ¥ 10OMS; aﬁ‘d b’feak rooms -The X-7726u’iib’vides ‘area o Teceive’ aﬂ‘d f”esf centnﬁlge component‘é'?!‘ P

3012 Process '“u ort. Building; 7726 Centnﬁlge Training, an<1 T

machines between the X-7725 or the X-7726 to the X-3001.or X-3002 through the covered and.. . =
.environmentally: controlled X-7727H. In addition’ to these. fhcxhtlee, USEC., prowdee support
facilities for the Commercial Plant. A Feed.and Toll Transfer. Facnhty, and Product; and Tails ;
Withdrawal Facility will be reﬁublshed/constructed adjacent to the Process. ‘Buildings. . Some,-., :
areas and facilities described here and depicted in Attachment . 1 are owned by the DOE and. .
would be'leased by USEC. USEC is also evaluating,-as part of the Enwronmental Report the : !

- siting and operatxon of addxtlonal ‘capacity directly south of the existing. process. buildmgs;, 3
(depicted in green in Attachment 1). New building(s) that would house the centnﬁlges would.-,- : '

: ;—-approxlmatelydouble the SWU capacity of the facility. o ST oo

This letter is intended to serve as informal consultation regarding protected or rare species that i
may be on or near the site. In this regards, USEC requests an updated list of protected species - i
and habitats on the PORTS reservation and solicits your, recommendations and comments about

the potential effects of this proposed action. Documentation. of . your Consultatlon will be-

mcluded in the USEC Environmental Report for the American Centrifuge Commerclal Plant.



Ms. Nancy Strayer
November 12, 2003
Page 3 of 4

\_J Information contained in Attachment 1 is considered proprietary to USEC and is requested to be
withheld from public disclosure.

If you need further information on this proposed action, please do not hesitate to call me at 740-
897-2710 or Greg Fout at 740-897-3823.

Greg Fout ™

T.J. Justlce, Governor’s Economic Development Ofﬁce

James Morgan '

Mario Robles

Carol O’Claire, Ohio Emergency Management Agency
\_J File— RO-3 90-03-003E
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VN Division of Natural Areas and Preserves Date:
> 2\ Ohio Depariment of Natural Resources / {//

: £1 1889 Fountain Squaré Court, F-1 /03
LABN: Columbus, Ohio 43224

WICHS £F AN, MLAS

: FACSIMII.E TRANSMISSION

rlease delive, / the following fax messoge fo

Name:

From;__Pebbie Wolschke (614;265;6318)'

Total number of pages mcludfng fhis cover sheef 3 | If you do not recelve all the poges.
please call: Office Number: 614/265-6456 Fax Number: 614/267-3096 - .

Comments: :
In order: to:process your 'request for information for the s

le)'/oﬂ Anneesm Condnimse G . P

project, plaase £il] -out "and retur.lﬂ 14112 data request form.- ‘:gease e
note ocur fees listed at the top of the form. Feel. free to ‘

v
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DATA REQUEST

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES ...
DIVISION OF NATURAL AREAS AND PRESERVES
HERITAGE DATA SERVICES.

1889 FOUNTAIN SQUARE CQURT, BUILDING F-1
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43224

PHONE: 614-265-6453; FAX: 614-287-3096

STRU . ' .
Please fill out both sides of this data request form, sign it and refum it to the address or fax number

listed above along with: (1) a letter formally requesting data and describing your project, and (2)a -

map detailing the boundaries of your study area. A photocopy from the pertinent portion of a USGS.
7.5 minute topographic map is preferred but other maps are aooeplable Our tumaround time is two
weeks, although we can often respond more quickly.

EEES:

. Fees are detemmined by the amount of time it takes to complete your project, The chargefs. $25.00 . -

per % hour with a ¥ hour minimum. We can perform a data search manually or by computer. The .
Heritage Data Services staff will determine the most cost-efficient method of doing your search. A

cost esbmate can be pravided upon request. Unless otherwise specr!' ed an invoice will aocompany S

the data services response. -

RRRRNNAASPPARCRIREACARARB IS ARARARSAAARKRSAIERAAFIRARRAFRERNFRANE N AXLARTARNNARXRER ARANT S A R SRS QIR M RAN AL TR

" This request is being submitted by: D fax ©mail 0O both

Date:

Your
Agency/Organization:

Your Name/Title:

Address:

City/State/Zip: )

 PhonefFax:
| Project Name/Number:

" - Project is located on the following USGS 7.5 minute topographic map(s):

If there is a program or contracting agency requmng this information, please give the name and
phone number of a contact person:

ONR 5203
REV 99?7
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The Natural Heritage Data Base contains records for the categories of species and features listed
below. Check the appropriate.boxes to indicate your selection.

PLANTS: o Federal Status Only ANIMALS: o Federal Status Only
T State Legal Status Only o0 State Legal Status Only
O Rare (non-legal status) O Rare (non-legal status)

o All of the above o All of the above

PLANT COMMUNITIES: o Al
0 Wetlands Only
a Other

OTHER FEATURES: 0O Geologic Features
O Breeding/Non-breeding Animal Concentrations
o Champion Trees
O State Nature Preserves and Natural Areas
O State Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers
D State Parks, Forests, Wildlife Areas
o All of the above
o Other,

Besldes name, jocation and status, specify any additional information you need:

The area you want searched: o study area as outlined on the map
o study area plus % mile radius
D study area plus 1.mile radius
o other

How v)viﬂ the information be used:

. The information supplied above is complete and accurate. Any material supplied by the Natural

Heritage Data Base will not be published without prior written permission and without credmng the

- Division of Natural Areas and Preserves as the source of the material.

. Your Signature.




SUSEC

A Global Energy Company

November 25, 2003

Ms. Nancy Strayer

Assistant Chief of Natural Areas and Preserves
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

1889 Fountain Square, Building F-1
Columbus, Ohio 43224

Heritage Data Request regardmg‘ the Proposed Construction and' Operation of the
American Centrifuge Commercial Plant at the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant in
Piketon, Ohio

As requested by your office on November 18, 2003, Attachment 1 of this letter submits a
Heritage Data Request and Attachment 2 submits copies of the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS)
7.5 minute topographic maps associated with the American Centrifuge Commercial Plant in
Piketon, Ohio. Please reference the previously submitted USEC letter (RO-390-03-003E dated
November 12, 2003) for the information pertaining to this project. Documentation of your
Consultation will be included in the USEC Environmental Report ‘for the American Centrifuge
Commercial Plant.

If you need further information on this proposed actlon, plcase do not hesitate to call me at 740-
897-2710 or Greg Fout at 740-897-3823.

Sincerely, -

J
Peter 4/ Miner
Regyjlatory Manager

. Attachments as stated

cc/att: ' - '

Kelly Coriell Mario Robles

Greg Fout Carol O’Claire, Ohio Emergency
T. J. Justice, Governor’s Economic Developmcnt Office Management Agency
James Morgan File — RO-390-03-005E

USEC Inc.
6903 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817-1818 _
Telephone 301-564-3200 Fax 301-564-3201 hup://www.usec.com
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Heritage Data Request
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. DATAREQUEST
' OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES " -
DIVISION OF NATURAL AREAS AND PRESERVES
" 'HERITAGE DATA SERVICES - - B
1889 FOUNTAIN SQUARE GOURT, BUILDING F-1

COLUMBUS, OHIO 43224 - :
PHONE: 614-265-6453; FAX: 614-267-3096

Please fill out both sides of this data request form, sign it and refumn it to the address or fax number
listed above along with: (1) a letter formally requesting data and describing your project, and (2) a . ,
. -map detailing the bouridaries of your study area. A photocopy from the pertinent portion of a USGS ™~
7.5 minute topographic map is preferred but other maps are acceptable, Our tumaround time is two

~weeks, although we can often respond more quickly. .

Fees are determined by the smount of ime it takes to complete yoir project, The charge s $25.00
per ¥ hour with a ¥ hour minimum. We can perform a data search manually or by computer. The
Herilage Data Services steff will determine the most cost-efficient method of doing your search. A
cost estimate can be provided upon request. Unless otherwise specified, an invoice will accompany
the data services response. . o e A e T

AR AR e A A RS AR A PSSR Sra ARSI AT a A A S ARSI
This request is being submitted by:  Bfax D'mail & both
. Date: __11/21/03 BRI

Yourl._u o '. e e
. AgencylOrganization: __USEC Inc,

Your Name/Title: - Peter J, Miner, jiequ]a;ory Manager

i&ddfesjﬁi P.0, Box 628, 3930-11.S. Route 23 'i'nufh' MS-1212
City/StatelZip: _ PiKeton, OH L5661
-PhonefFax: . * ° ' . “740/897-2710 -and ‘Ea 750/837-bEk -

Project Name/Number: _ Ame; |
" * Project is located on the following UsSGS 7.5 minufe .lop‘égraphic map(s):

.Jo be provided via mail,: "'A"'t'dj‘:fa'l of four maps will bé'fg).}dv'iiaed

HERFI A

If there is a program or contracﬁné éﬁeﬁcy réqui

ring this kﬁo’r’maﬂon. please give the name and
phone number of a contact person: R : S

ONR 6203
REV 77
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The Natural Heritage Data Base contains records for the categories of speues and features listed
below. Check the appropriate boxes to indicate your selection. .

PLANTS: o Federal Status Only ANIMALS: o Federal Status Only .
o State Legal Status Only o State Legal Status Only
a Rare (non-legal status) o Rare {(non-legal status)
Al ofthe gsbove - : X3 All of the above

PLANT COMMUNITIES. b All
' o Wetlands Only
o Other

: OTHER FEATURES o Geologyc Features
g BreedmglNon-breed' ing Animal Concentratnons
o Champion Trees
O State Nature Preserves and Natursl Aneas
o State Wild, Scenic and Recreational Rivers
o State Parks, Forests, Wildlife Areas
® All of the above
o Other, '

Besldes name, location and status, specify any additional information you need:
NA

The area you want searched: O study area as outfined on the map
a study area plus % mile radius
tf study area plus 1.mile radius
o other,

Haw wil the information be used:

.Documen i of this consu t

Report for the American Centtifuqe_commefcial‘Plahf."-

. The information supplied above is compiete and accurate.. Any material supplied by the Natural-’
Heritage Data Base will not be published without price written permission and wrthout crecf hng the
. Division of Natural Areas and Preserves as the source of the material.

- Your Signature. /tg 7):3\"\.:

Peter J iner, 11/21/03
Regulayory Manager—:: - -
USEC Iht. ‘

] .




Attachment 2 to letter RO-390-03-005E

USGS 7.5 Minute Topographic Maps
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Ohio Department of Natural Resources

BOB TAFT, GOVERNOR SAMUEL W. SPECK, DIRECTOR

Divislon of Natural Areas and Preserves
Nancy Strayer, Acting Chlef

1889 Fountain Square, Bldg. F-1 .

Columbus, OH 43224-1388

Phone: (614) 265-6453; Fax: (614) 267-3096

December 1, 2003

Peter Miner

USEC Inc.

PO Box 628

3930 U.S. Rt. 23 South

-‘MS-1212

Piketon, OH 45661
Dear Mr. Miner:

After reviewing our Natural Heritage maps and files, | find the Division of Natural Areas
and Preserves has no records of rare or endangered species in the proposed American
Centrifuge Commercial Plant Construction project area, including a one mile radius, at the
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant in Piketon, Pike County, on the Piketon, Waverly South,
Wakefield and Lucasville Quads (T3605001). '

There are no existing or proposed state nature preserves or scenic rivers at the project
site. We are also unaware of any unique ecological sites, geologic features, breeding or non-
breeding animal concentrations, champion trees, or state parks, forests or wildlife areas within
a one mile radius of the project area.

Our inventory program has not completely surveyed Ohio and relies on information -
supplied by many individuals and organizations. Therefore, a lack of records for any particular
area is not a statement that rare species or unique features are absent from that area. Please
note that although we inventory all types of plant communities, we only maintain records on the
highest quality areas. Also, we do not have data for all Ohio wetlands. For National Wetlands
Inventory maps, please contact Madge Fitak in the Division of Geological Survey at 614-265-
6576.

Please contact me at 614-265-6818 if | can be of further assistance.
Sincerely, ~

Debbie Woischke, Data Specialist

Division of Natural Areas & Preserves



( USEC

A Global Enerzy Company

. November 12, 2003

Toeeer. s

‘ Mr JnnBorchelt .
T sttnct Conservatlomst '
mrioeh ,-_'NaturalRecourcec Conservatlon Sem
S § 7] Staté‘Raﬁt*élm QERRE

. Farmland Conservatlon Impact Ratmg° Installatlon and Operatlou of the Amencan
: Centnfuge Commerclal Plant at the Portsmouth Gaseous Dxﬂ'uslon Plant in Prketon, Oluo

'USEC Inc (USEQ) i is preparmg an Envxronmental Report (ER) in accordance with 10 Code of o

Federal Regulations (CFR) 51.45 for the proposed use of several former U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) Gas Centrifuge Enrichment Plant (GCEP) buxldmgs, -associated . parking areas;
. and’ pedestnan/vehlcle portals on the DOE Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PORTS)
\_-/ reservation. . "USEC proposes to construct and operate the Amencan Centnﬁlge Commercial
Plant, a iiranium enrichment facility that would produce 3.5 million separatrve work units (SWU) :
'usmg centrifuge technology ‘The ennched ‘uranium is sold for use in nuclear power, ‘plants to-,
. generate electricity.  This site is one of two_under consideration by, USEC for the American .

"+ Centrifuge Commercial Plant.” A siting decision has not been made, but is expected later this
calendar year. : _ , _ , . A '

USEC is a private corporatlon regulated by the U S Nuclear Regulatory Comrmssmn (NRC)
The American Centrifuge Commercial Plant is the third step in USEC’s plan to demonstrate and ;
deploy the Amencan Centrifuge technology .The first ‘step is the Demonstration ProJect -which:
-is underway . Oak Ridge, Tennessee,-and will demonstrate an economically : -attractive gas.
. centrifuge machme and enrichment- process. - The-second step is the deployment of the American’
. Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility at PORTS, which is also underway and will provide reliability;:
performance, cost, and other vital data of the enrichment process. Based on the success of these
initial two steps, USEC will make a final decision whether to deploy the American Centrifuge
-Commercial Plant.

The proposed action would result from locating the Commercial Plant at the site of the former -
DOE GCEP and the existing site of the American Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility. The GCEP
facilities, located within DOE’s PORTS reservation were bullt in the early 1980s. The GCEP
program was terminated in 1985.

USEC Inc.
6903 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817-1818
Telephone 301-564-3200 Fax 301-564-3201 http://www.usec.com

. AY
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Mr. Jim Borchelt
November 12, 2003
Page 2 of 4

The GCEP facilities are adjacent to the existing gascous diffusion plant, which ceased uranium - \_/
enrichment operations in May 2001. Currently, the primary uses of the GCEP facilities: are - '
waste storage, warehouse activities, office and locker areas for support functions for the DOE.

Upon NRC issuance of a license next year, the Lead Cascade Facility will be allowed to operate

up to 240 centrifuge machines in the recycle mode as a “closed loop” system.

.‘The Commerclal Plant would utilize two exlstmg process buxldmgs (1.e X-3001 and X-3002)i.f-7 X .

. ﬁlled w1th centnfu%e .machines in- a- cascade arrangement to produce: 3.5 million SWU of
' ' The two process buxldrngs wrll house the centnfuge machmes

o "pf)ort Building,, X-7 %6 CentrifugeTraining; and :Test. :Facility; - X-7727THuiak
-+ Transfer* éorndor~3 -and- X-7725 Recyclegtand Assemb]y Buﬂdmg%‘%l‘he ‘X 3012 will’ prowde;:%&"’“
L oversxght and‘control of the, equxpmentm the; cascade and also prowdec oﬁieés lockers, change :
ks éak tooms. " The X-772§§roﬁdw ‘Afe5 to Teceive and tost: céntnﬁfg‘e’ Eotponents, v
" and assemble and repaxr centnﬁxges The X-7725 performs the simie, functions as the X-7726.
only on a‘[arger scale and provides administrative facilities, trammg rooms and the storage and s
maintenance areas for the intra-plant transporter. “An intra-plant transporter moves centrifuge
- machines between the X-7725 or the X-7726 to the X-3001 or X-3002 through the covered and : :
environmentally controlléd X-7727H. -In addition to these Pacrhtles, USEC prov1des support

facilities for the Commercial Plant.” A Feed and Toll Transfer Facrhty, and Product and Tails .
W'thdrawal Facility' will be refurbishéd/constructed adjacent to the Process. Buildings.. Soie”

areas and facilities described here and depicted in Aftachment 1 are owned by the DOE and  \_
would be leased by USEC.. USEC is also evaluatmg, as part of the Envxronmental Report the .

siting and operatron ‘of additional capacity "directly south of the cxlstmg process buildings
(depicted in"green in Attachment 1). New building(s) that would house the centnﬁlges would”

T approxnnately double the SWU capaclty of the facility. _ ' | ~44- e

PRI s

In order to comply with the requlrements of the Farmland Protectton Poltcy Act and to faté the"’
relative impact of the proposed action, USEC is submlttrng a Farmland Conversion Impact
.. Rating form (form AD:1006).  The affected 200 acres are located' ifi' existing site facilities
originally designed, constructed, and intended for gas' centrifuge ennchment on land ‘thaf-has'
. been prewously converted - to industrial use; therefore, should: not :require any farmland’
conversion. The results of the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating will be included in the USEC
Environmental Report: for the American Centrifuge Commercial Plant after the process and any
further consultation w1th the Natural Resources Conservatlon Serv1ce is complete

R



Mr. Jim Borchelt
November 12, 2003 ‘ o
Page 3 of 4 : -

\_J Information contained in Attachment 1is consxdered propnetary to USEC and is requested to be
withheld from pubhc disclosure. ,

If you need further information on this proposed actxon, please do ot hesitate to call me at 740—
897-2710 or Greg Fout at 740-897-3 823 :

. ‘.-T J. Justlce, Governor SEOOIIOIDJG Development Oﬂice o
JamesMorgan = - . - g
MarioRobles .. " -

Carol O’Claire, Ohio Emergency Management Agency

v - File— R0-390-03-002E




U.S. Department of Agriculture ' S Y

FARVMILAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART ! (To be completed by Federal Agency) Date Of Land Evaluation Ref‘"m November 12. 2003 \
Name Of Project Federal Agen ¥ Involv : \"1
—Commercial Plant U.S. Nuclear Requlatory Commission :
Proposed Land Use County And State

Plke Count Ohio

Contunued Commercna /1
AT R RS PRy

eSS

-; _ : = ":Jf':}fdx
J0es ﬂﬁgildﬁiﬁﬁ'ﬂgL‘

@‘A@fﬂ-ﬁmgjz{g 0
NS

dust;ial.Use

L~

© e edvan

PART Nil'( To' be't.‘omp/eted b % Federal Agency)
LA Tét%L aj;tes'To Be Converted Directly 25 e..gkh}é“
__B. Total AcresTo Be Converted lndnrect]if“' i

25157, e TEAREL E :
mmx&a"« RS ‘~ i r‘,. ’r‘i.‘—.%}:‘rﬂ h:’-'- ,\,t,:?’
';-‘-;@i;:%ﬂéﬂfﬁméL LR ¥ i .ﬂmv;,g;g;rg i)t :
W e R e *‘-'rr'mx-. SIS «*gg.-?“% e «fr@*m@*- :
' W(wﬁm ”L:_éw‘:::ﬂct’ E{&C_ﬂtﬁi Hiv!ﬁ‘“("'{'m xf :
u‘i = £
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency) Max;mum
~ Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are explained In 7 CFR 658.5(b) Points i .
1. Area In Nonurban Use’ ’ . N\

2. Perimeter In Nonurban Use . .
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed ’ ] - . |
4. Protection Provided By State And Local Government )
5. Distance From Urban Builtup Area : | R R
6. Distance To Urban Support Services -
7. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average
8. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services
10. On-Farm Investments

11.” Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services . . .

12. Cpmpatibility With Existing Agricultural Use )

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS . 160 ’ ) .
PART VIl (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V) 100

Total Site Asseisment (From Part VI above or a local 160

site assessment (

TOTAL POINTS (Total of above 2 lines) . 260

: . Was A Local Site Assessment Used?
Site Selected: Date Of Selection - Yes O. No O

Reason For Selection:

{See Instructions on reverse side) - . . Form AD-1006 (10-83)



o United States Department of Agricultire -
Nann‘al Resources c«wvabon Servloe
11752 Stata Route 104

Vaverty, Oh 45690 Lo 7409476353

December 5, 2003

* Péte J. Miner o :
_USECP.0.Box 628 G S o
Piketon, Ohio 45661 - e : ; o
_'DeaerM'mer . . . |

.-,.In response to your 11- 17-03 letter regarding the Commercial Plant pro_;ect and form .
Y AD-1006 prime farmland determination, the following applies. The project siteis
- “inapped UoA, Utban Land ~Omulga Complex, 0-6% slopes aceordmg to the Pike e
CountySoxlSurvey,sheeMB . DR : o

s

Lo

g Thxs tnappmg is non-prime soils and therefore the FPPA do&s not apply Enclosed inthe -
o 1= 18-03 ‘mailing were your oopxes for further processing. -

N i
YL N

o Good huck w1th the project and thank you for contactmg NRCS in Pnke County

. ;.Smcerely,g ﬂw
‘ ;Jim Borchelt
District Conservat‘ionist

-JB/mef

"The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and Improve cur natural resources and environment.
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U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART | (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Date Of Land Eva!uation Request

November 12, 2003 N

Name Of Project
Commercial Plant

Federal Agency Involved

Nuclear Requlatory Comm1ssuon

Proposed Land Use
Continued CommerciaI/lndustrial Use - -

AT LS

-.u»r.u;..r AL s

PART il (To be completed by Federal Agency)

p-i--,.'

TN % ’ v TR
BEY Dy L5
ﬁmﬁ' :Jiﬁ .’: 3 "’};’ fl\&w,s
lan

County And State
Pike Count

dhio.

Alternatnve Sne Ratlng

Site A Site B Site C Site D
A. Total Acres To Be Converted Directly 0 -
B. Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly 0
C. Total Acres In Site

i ”;éﬁﬁi
w fﬁ 3 IUT’

ptw;,“
J%};ﬁ. ,
PART VI (To be completed by Federal Agency} .
Site Assessment Criteria (These criteria are exp/ained in 7 CFR 658.5(b)

Maximum

Points

1. Area In Nonurban Use’

2. Perimeter fn Nonurban Use

. Percent Of Site Being Farmed

. Protection Provided By State And Local Government

. Distance From Urban Builtup Area

. Distance To Urban Support Services

. Size Of Present Farm Unit Compared To Average

. Creation Of Nonfarmable Farmland

olo|~N|o|o]siw

. Availability Of Farm Support Services

10. On-Farm Investments

11. Effects Of Conversion On Farm Support Services

12, Cgmpatibility With Existing Agricultural Use

TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS

160-

PART VIl (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Relative Value Of Farmland (From Part V)

100

Total Site Asseisment (From. Part VI above or a local
site assessmen

160

TOTAL POINTS {Total of above 2 lines) o

260

Site Selected:

Date Of Selection

Yes

Was A-Local Site Assessment Used?

No

Reason For Selection:

{See Instructions on reverse side)-- -

Form AD-1006 (10-83)
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. Mr.Mark Epstein =~ - : CUEemim % CERTIFIEDMAIL 00 -
Archeology Reviews Manager - Sl e 7700119400007 8210 8523
Resource Protection and Review L e S TEN D ot ¥
567 Bast Hudson Street. - S
Columbus, omo 43211: 1030

S »:um e .‘ LT e gt
i S Natlonal Hlstoric Preservatlon Act, Sectlon 10€ Comphance, Installatlo and Operation ol'

L E ‘the Amencan Ceptnfuge Commencial Plant' {3 the Portsmouth Gaseous Diﬁ‘usion Plant in i3
i3k 'Plketon, omb"“ : F'.‘“ G = SR

USEC Inc: (USEC) is preparmg an Envxronmental Report (ER) in aocordance thh 10 Code of
Federal Regulations (CFR)"51.45 for the proposed use of séveral former-U.S. Department of .
Energy (DOE) Gas Centnfuge Ennchment Plant - (C_-}CEP) bmldmgs assoclated parkmg dreas, N
reservation. - "USEC proposes-to construct and’ operate the Amencan Centnﬁlge Commerclal ,
Plant, a uranium enrichment facrhty that would produce 3.5 million separatrve work units (SWU) *
\_/ using centrifuge technology. ' The enriched uranium is sold for use in muclear power ‘plants to :
‘ generate electricity. This site is one of two under consideration by USEC for the American -
Centrifuge Commercial Plant A siting declslon has not been made but is expected later thls.,_
calendaryear . '

USEC is a pnvate corporatlon regulated by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commlssmn (NRC)
The American Centrifuge Commiercial Plant is the third- step in USEC’s plan to demonstrate ‘and
'deploy the ‘American Centrifuge technology. "The first step is the Demonstration Project, which "
is underway in Qak Ridge, Tennessee, and will demonstrate an economically attractive gas
centrifuge machine and enrichment process. ' The second step is the deployment of the Annerican
_ Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility at PORTS, which is also underway and will prov1de rehablhty,f
performance, cost, and other vital data of the énrichment process. Based on the ‘Success of these”
initial two steps, USEC W1ll make a ﬁnal declslon whether to deploy thc Amencan Centnﬁlge ‘
Commerclal Plant ' , , ,

The proposed action would result frorn locatmg the Commercml Plant ‘at the site of the’ former‘
DOE GCEP and the existing site of the American Centnfuge Lead Cascade Facility.’ The GCEP AN
facilities, located within- DOE’s PORTS reservation were bu11t in the’early 1980s The GCEP RN
program was terminated in 1985. '

The GCEP facilities are adjacent to the existing gaseous ‘diffusion plant, which ceased uranium
enrichment operations in May 2001. Currently, the primary uses of the GCEP facilities are
\__~ Waste storage, warehouse activities, office and locker areas for support functions for the DOE.

+ USEC Inc.
6903 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817-1818
Telephone 301-564-3200 Fax 301-564-3201 hetp://www.uscc.com
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Upon NRC issuance of a license next year, the Lead Cascade Facility will be allowed to operate '

up to 240 centrifuge machines in the recycle mode as a “closed loop” system.

The Commercial Plant would utilize two existing process buildings (i.e., X-3001 and X—3002)'
filled with centnfu%e machines in a cascade arrangement to produce 3.5 million SWU of
enriched uranium The two process buildings will house the centrifuge machines,

associated process pxpmg, instrumentation and controls, computer systems, and auxlhary support.. . -

equipment. " Other facilities to be used in the Commercial Plant operations w111 include the X-.

-~ 3012 Process Support Buxldmg, X-7726 Centrifuge Training and..Test Facmty, X-7727H, '
- Transfer Corridor;. and.X-7725 Recycle and Assembly Building. The X-3012 will: provide - .

oversight and control of the equipment in the cascade and also providés oﬁices lockers, change
.rooms, and break rooms _The X-7726 provides,area to receive and test centr;ﬁxge components,

‘machines between the X-7725 or the X-7726 to the X-3001 or X-3002 through the covered and

environmentally controlled X-7727H. In addltlon to, these facilities, USEC: provides support
facilities for the Comimercial Plant. A Feed and Toll Transfer Facxhty, and Product and Tails -
Withdrawal Facility will be reﬁarblshed/constructed adjacent. to. the Process Bulldmgs -Some-

areas and facilities described here and depicted in Attachment 1 are owned: -by. the DOE and..

. would be leased by USEC. USEC is also. evaluating, as part. of the. Envxronmental Report, the .-
siting. and operatron of additional capacity d1rectly south . of - the: existing . process buildings-;
(deplcted in’ green in- Attachment 1). New building(s) that would house the centrifuges would

apprommately double the SWU capacity of the facility.

The consultmg party recommended by NRC for this action is the Ohio State Hlstonc

Preservation Office (SHPQO). The proposed action is within the previously disturbed area of the

PORTS reservation.  In addition, the proposed action is within areas. disturbed during :
.constructlon of the GCEP faclhty; therefore, should not result in any additional impact to Native

Amencan Indian tribal, rehglous, or cultural sites.

An Envuonmental Report for this actlon is bemg prepared in accordance with the requlrements
of 10 CFR 51.45. Documentatlon of Consultations will be- included in the USEC Envuonmental :

Report for the Amencan Centnfuge Commercial Plant.

USEC has determmed that the proposed action would not have adverse eﬁ'ects on hlstoncal oo
resources included or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (National
Register). The proposed action would result in utilizing. the existing DOE GCEP facilities:

- . consistent with the. original intent of gas centrifuge enrichment when the facilities were :
constructed in the early 1980s. The proposed action would not nnpact the historical mtegnty of-

the PORTS reservation.

"‘and assemble and: repaxrrccntnﬁlgec ‘The X-77 S’performs the same ﬁmctlohs*as the' X-7726.- -
;5. only.on a larger scale and: provrdes administrative. ﬁmrhtxes, trammg rooms,: ancl }he storage and ..
245% " miainténance aredsifor, the intra“plant transporter A~ Al intra:plant transporier. moves: centrifige.”

W LY
Bl m
L1 d
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Information contained in Attachment 1 is considered proprietary to USEC and is requested to be
withheld from public disclosure.

If you need further information on this proposed action, please do not hesitate to call me at 740-
897-2710 or Greg Fout at 740-897-3823.

... Sincerely,

Kelly Coriell - SRS S o
Greg Fout ' '
T. J. Justice, Governor’s Economic Development Ofﬁce
James Morgan
Mario Robles
Carol O’Claire, Ohio Emergency Management Agency
\_~ File=R0-390-03-004E .
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January 28, 2004 HISTORICAL
SOCIETY -4

Peter J. Miner .
USEC, Inc. SINCE 1885

6903 Rockledge Drive
Bethesda, MD 20817-1818

Re: Installation and Operation of the American Centrifuge Commercial Plant
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PORTS), Pike County, Ohio

Dear Mr. Miner,

This is in response to correspondence from your office, dated November 12, 2003 (received November L T
-14) regarding the above referenced project. The comments of the Ohio Historic Preservation Office o002
(OHPO) are submitted in accordance with provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as S
amended (16 U.S.C. 470 [36 CFR 800]); the Department of Energy serves as the lead federal agency. L

Additional information is needed for us to complete our review of this project. The project will involve ' :
conversion of series of buildings to locate equipment for the centrifuge operation. This operation is Co
connected to the proposed gas diffusion Lead Cascade facility. The centrifuge operation will use several

existing buildings, including X-3001, X-3002, X-7726, X-3012, and X-7725. Itis stated that these

buildings were pre\nously part of the Gas Centrifuge Enrichment plant that operated in the early 1980s.

One of the features giving significance to PORTS is the large scale operation comprising the gaseous

diffusion plant. Based on the information provided in the correspondence, it does not appear that the

buildings to be modified contain equipment that formed an integral part of the gaseous diffusion

operation. It also appears that that the buildings to be modified are of somewhat different style and

function, and scale than the main buildings that make up the core of the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion

Plant property. However, the correspondence also indicates that the centrifuge operation also proposes

the construction of a new building. We believe that the construction of a new building has the potential to

introduce a new element that has the potential to adversely affect this historic property. Please evaluate

the potential for the new building, if constructed, to adversely affect the historic property and include this

evaluation in your finding [36 CFR 800.5).

Any questions concerning this matter should be addressed to David Snyder at (614) 298-2000, between
the hours of 8 am. to 5 pm. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Vuied bildar

David Snyder, Archaeology Reviews Manager
Resource Protection and Review

DMS/ds (OHPO Serial Number 999162)

xc:  Gary S. Hartman, DOE - Oak Ridge, P.O. Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
Kristi Wiehle, U.S. Department of Energy, PORTS, P.O. Box 700, Piketon, OH 45661
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Peter J. Miner ' SINCE 1885
USEC, Inc.

6903 Rockledge Drive
Bethesda, MD 20817-1818

-Re: Installation and Operation of the American Centrifuge Commercial Plant
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant (PORTS), Pike County, Ohio

Dear Mr. Miner,

This is in response to correspondence from your office dated March 2, 2004 (received March 5) regarding
the above referenced project. The comments of the Ohio Historic Preservation Office (OHPO) are
submitted in accordance with provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 470 [36 CFR 800)); the Department of Energy serves as the lead federal agency.

Your correspondence offers the position that the proposed new construction will include buildings of
similar design and size to the nearby buildings and that there will be similar functions carried out in these
new buildings. Although not specifically stated in your correspondence, it appears that your discussion is
to conclude that the qualities and characteristics that make PORTS significant will not be diminished by
the proposed new construction. While we believe that clarification of those qualities that make PORTS -
significant would be helpful, given the available information on the size, design, and function of the
existing and the proposed buildings, we are able to offer our opinion that the proposed project will not
adversely affect the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant historic property.

As you are aware, private citizens have raised concerns about the potential for.this project to affect
historic properties, including prehistoric archaeological sites. The National Historic Preservation Act .
strongly encourages federal agencies to include comments and concerns from the public throughout the
" Section 106 review process. Itis our understandlng the drea of ‘proposed new construction has been
previously severely disturbed by previous construction, that the topsoil in this : area was removed to a
depth well into the subsoil and the contours were completed regraded during previous construction.
However, we believe that it is an important responsibility to listen carefully to public concerns and to
provide thoughtful and sensitive responses.

Any questions concerning this matter should be addressed to David Snyder at (614) 298-2000, between
the hours of 8 am. to § pm. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

PN~ (>

Mark J. Epstein, Department Head
Resource Protectlon and Review

MJE:DMS/ds (OHPO Serial Number 100903)

xc:  Gaty S. Hartman, DOE - Oak Ridge, P.O. Box 2001, Oak Ridge, TN 37831
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CDr. MalyKnapp'Q o
* Field Supemsor '

i. <. U.S.Fish and Wildhfe Servxce
... 6950-H Am ican’ Pgrkway :

Informal Gon‘ 1ta on- Under Section.. :fOftt_!le Endangered ‘Spedi ; d: 4458
_Installation-and Operation of the -Ameéricaii Centnfuge Com_merclal Plant at ‘the SR
- Portsmouth Gaseous lel'uswn Plant in kaeton, Oluo SRR h; : e e m T
USEC Inc. (USEC) is preparmg an Envxronmental Report (ER) in accordance w1th 10 Code of ,
Federal Regulations (CFR) 51:45 for.the: proposed use of several former U.S. Department of
Energy :(DOE) Gas:Centrifuge Enrichment Plant (GCEP) buildmgs, associated parkmg areas,
and -pedestrian/vehicle portals on the . DOE Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant- (PORTS)"
\_ reservation. -USEC proposes to construct and operate the American Centrifuge’ Commercial-
‘ Plant, a urahium enrichment facility that would produce 3.5 million separatlve work units (SWU)
using centrifuge technology. The enriched uranium is sold-for use in nuclear power plants to .
- generate electricity. This site is one of two under consideration by USEC for the American

.Centrifuge Commerclal Plant. .-A s1tmg declslon has not been: made, but is expected later thlS»
calendar year. :

USEC is'a prrvate corporatlon regulated by the U S. Nuclear Regulatory Comnusswn (NRC) .
The American Centrifuge Commercial Plant is the third step in USEC’s plan to demonstrate and-
deploy the American Centrifuge technology. The first step is.the Demonstration Project, which
is underway in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and will demonstrate an economically attractive gas

. centrifuge machine and enrichment process. The second step is the deployment of the American
Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility at PORTS, which is also underway and will provide reliability,
performance, cost, and other vital data of the enrichment process. Based on the success of these

initial two steps, USEC will make a final decision whether to deploy the American Centrifuge
Commercxal Plant.

The proposed action would result from locating the Commercial Plant at the site of the former -
DOE GCEP and the existing site of the American Centrifuge Lead Cascade Facility. The GCEP -
facilities, located within DOE’s PORTS reservation were built in the early 1980s. The GCEP
program was terminated in 1985.

The GCEP facilities are adjacent to the existing gaseous diffusion plant, which ceased uranium
L./ enrichment operations in May 2001. Currently, the primary uses of the GCEP facilities are

USEC Inc. - '
6903 Rockledge Drive, Bethesda, MD 20817-1818
Telephone 301-564-3200 Fax 301-564-3201 hutp://www.usec.com



) oversight and control ‘of the equipment in the c3 ascade. and.also provides, ggceé,'w
#. rooms; and breaketooms:+The X-7726 pmﬁd&. “area to teceive and fest ¢enftifu;

. ennched uranium

i .-~ Transfer Corridory: and X-7725 Recycle and: _Assernbly Building. * ThesX:3012" will provide

: ;,;:-.;and assemble; and1 ' repair, centrifuges. The. X:7725; performs the same_ fuuctxons as the X-7726 ..
hivd rionly on'a” ]arg‘e‘i'%('i‘al"*éhd ‘providés: admmi§tf'3t¥ve"ﬁcﬂ1tles, training réorﬁsi’“?ﬂd'the storage and”

Dr. Mary Knapp
November 12, 2003
Page 2 of 4

waste storage, warehouse activities, office and locker areas for support functions for the DOE. R
Upon NRC issuance of a license next year, the Lead Cascade Facility will be allowed to operate -
up to 240 centrifuge machines in the recycle mode as a “closed loop” system.

The Commercial Plant would utilize two existing process buildings (i.e., X-3001 and X-3(502)
filled with centnﬁJ% machines in a cascade arrangement to produce 3.5 million SWU of
SU The two _process, bulldmgs will house the centnﬁlge machmes,

equipment. - Othér: facilities to:be used in the Commercial Plant operatlons Will include the:X-- - ¥
3012 Process: Support Building, . X-7726 Centnﬁlge Training and- . Test:. Facility; X-7727H

.....

,lockers, change -

ge'Components, ™

‘maintenance areas for the: intra-plant transporter ‘An mtra-plant transporter moves centrifuge - ?
machines betweén the X-7725 or the X-7726:to’ the X-3001 or X-3002 through thecoveredand - 7]
environmentally' controlled X-7727H. In addition to these facilities, USEC provides support o ‘

i

facilities for the: Commercial Plant. * A Feed and Toll Transfer Facility,- ‘and:Product and Tails~
Withdrawal Facility will be refurbished/constructed: adjacent to-the Process-Buildings:- Some"

areas, and .facilities described here and- depicted: in: Attachment: 1 . are: owned. by the DOE: and:’

would be leased by USEC. USEC is also evaluating, as part of the: Environmental Report; the:" '
siting. and operatlon of additional capacity directly south. of the- existing process buildings ™~ \_
(depicted in green in Attachment 1). New building(s) that would house the: centnﬁlges would“' l
approximately double the SWU capacity of the facility. - : . i

- Thls letter-is mtended to serve -as informal consultation under Sectlon 7 of the Endangered A

Species Act. In this regard, USEC requests an updated list of protected species and habitats on-
the PORTS reservation and solicits your recommendations and comments about the potential
effects: of this proposed action.. Documentation of your Consultation will be mcluded in the
USEC Environmental Report for the- American Centrifuge Commerc1a1 Plant; - :
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Information contained in Attachment 1 is considered proprietary to USEC and is requested to be
withheld from public disclosure.

If you need further information on this proposed action, please do not hesitate to call me at 740-
897-2710 or Greg Fout at 740-897-3823.

s Attachments . i

" eolatt: L
~ KellyCoriell: = -
Greg Fout _

- T. J. Justice, Govemnor’s Economic Development Office -
James Morgan
Mario Robles
Carol O’Claire, Ohio Emergency Management Agency
\_~ File—~RO-390-03-001E °




‘United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

, Bcologlcal Servrces
‘6950 Americana Parkway, Smte H
.Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068- 4127

(614) 469-6923
Fax: (614) 469-6919

' June21,2004

Mr. Peter J. Miner

- ClO Mr. Greg Fout -
_P.O. Box 628, MS-9030

Piketon, Ohio 45661

Re: American Centrifnge Commercial Plant, Federally‘Listed‘Species
Dear Mr. Miner: -

This is in response to your facsxmrle received in our off ceon June 6, 2004 transrmttmg a ]etter ongmally
dated November 12, 2003. In this letter, you request an updated list of Federally endangered and :
threatened species potentlally present in the project area, and comments regarding potential effects of the
proposed action. 'USEC proposes to use several former U.S. DOE Gas Centrifuge Enrichment Plant
buildings, associated parking areas, and pedestrian/vehicle portals on the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion
Plant (PORTS) reservation to construct and ‘operate the American Centrifuge Commercial Plant." The plant
would be used to, enrich uranium for use in:tiuclear p power: plants The proposed Proje¢ ject site is.the PORTS
reservatron, located in Prketon Ple County, Ohro i R T ;,- SR e
RIS S ERY EETE 0N SRS v
, There are no Federal wrldemess areas, wrldhfe refuges or desrgnated Crmcal Habrtat w1th1n the vrcrmty of
the proposed srte el 3l .
The Service is concemed wrth possrble pollutron resultrng from constructron and operatron of the proposed
facility. Operation of the now-closed PORTS facility caused contamination of soil, groundwater, and
-nearby streams with volatile organic compounds, metals, PCBs, and radionuclides. - The Service is -
concemned that the American Centrifuge Commercial Plant may contribute additional toxics to the.
environment surrounding the PORTS reservation. We recommend that contamination of the surroundmg
’ landscape thh radronuclrdes and other toxic matenals be prevented usmg the best avarlable technology

,.LISTED SPECIES COMMENTS The proposed project lies wrthm the range of the Federally endangered
Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis). Summer habitat requrrements for the species are not well defined but the
followin g are thought to be of 1mportance

1. Dead or llve trees and snags wrth pcelmg or exfohatmg bark splrt tree trunk and/or branches or ; ~.A ‘
cavities, which may be used as maternity roost areas. . - .

2. Live trees (such as shagbark hickory) which have exfolratmg bark
3. Stream corridors, riparian areas, and upland woodlots which provide forage sites.

* Should the proposed site contain trees exhibiting any of the charactenstrcs lrsted above, we recommend that

they and surrounding trees be saved wherever possible. If they must be cut, they should not be cut between '

Apnl 15 and September 15

If desirable trees are present and 1f the above fimé restnctron is unacceptable mxst net of other surVeys
should be conducted to determiine if bats.are present. The survey should be designed and conducted in
coordination with the endangered species coordinator for this office..-The survey should be conducted in.
June or July since the bats would only be expccted in the project area from approxrmately Apnl 15t0 .:
September 15. 4



SPECIES OF CONCERN The project lies within the range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus
horridus), a large shy rattlesnake that is declining throughout its national range. No Federal listing status
has been assigned to this species. Instead, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has initiated a pre-listing
Conservation Action Plan to support state "and local conservation efforts. Your proactive efforts to
conserve this species now may help avoid the need to list the species under the Endangered Species Act in
the future. The timber rattlesnake is protected throughout much of its range and listed as endangered by
" the State of Ohio. Due to their rarity and reclusive nature, we encourage early project coordination to
avoid potential impacts to timber rattlesnakes and their habitat.

In Ohio, the timber rattlesnake is restricted to the un-glaciated Allegheny Plateau and utilizes the specific
habitat types, depending upon season. Winters are spent in dens usually associated with high, dry ridges.
These dens may face any ditection, but southeast to southwest are most common. Such dens usually
consist of narrow crevices in the bedrock. Rocks may or may not be present on the surface. ' From these -
dens, timber rattlesnakes radiate throughout the surrounding hills and move distances as great as 4.5 miles.
In the fall, timber rattlesnakes return to the same den. Intensive efforts to transplant timber rattlesnakes
have not been successful. Thus protection of the winter dens is critical to the survrval of this species. Some
project management ideas include the following:

1) Ata minimum, project evaluations should contain delineations of timber rattlesnake habitat
within project boundaries. . Descriptions should indicate the quality and quantity of timber
rattlesnake habitat (den srtes baskmg s:tes, and foraging area, etc ) that may be affected by the
prOJect. L .

2) In cases where tunber rattlesnakes are known to occur or where potentral habltat is rated :
. moderate to high, timber rattlesnake surveys may be necessary. If surveys are to be conducted 1t .

may be helpful to inquire about timber rattlesnake sightings with local resource agency. personnel
or reliable local residents. In addition, local herpetologists may have knowledge of historical. :

. populations as well as precise knowledge of the habits, and especially the specific, local types of .

*© habitats that may contain timber rattlesnakes. Surveys should be performed dunng the periods of
spring emergence from dens (usually a narrow window in April or May) and throughout the active
season until October. The species is often easiest to locate during the summer months when
pregnant females seek open areas in early moming, especxally after cool evenings.

3) In portions of projects where timber rattlesnakes will be affected cleanng and constructxon :
activities should occur at distances greater than 100 feet from known dens Most xmportantly, tops
of ndges and areas of exposed rock should be avoided. .

_4) In areas where timber rattlesnake dens dre known or likely to exist, maintenance actlvmes '
- (mowing, cutting, bumning, etc.) should be conducted from November 1 to March 1, when tnnber
_ rattlesnakes are hlbematmg . :

Should additional information on lxsted or proposed species or thelr cntxcal habitat become avallable or 1f

new information reveals effects of the action that were not previously considered, this determination may be

reconsidered. If project plans change or if portions of the proposed prOJect were not evaluated it is our
-recommendation that you contact our office for further review.




This technical assistance letter is submitted in accordance with provisions of the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C.661 et seq.), the Endangered Species Act of 1973,
-as amended, and is consistent with the intent of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, and the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Mitigation Policy.

- Ifyou have questions, or if we may be of further assistance in this matter, please contact Jeromy Applegate
- at extension 21 in this office.

. Sincerely,

Mary Knapp, Ph.D.
" Supervisor

cc: ODNR, DOW, SCEA Unit, Columbus, OH



