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Nuclear Engineering & Operations
Northeast Kuclear Energy Company
P. 0. Box 270
Hartford, Connecticut 06101

Dear Mr. Counsil:

As you know, 2 proposed Section 50.48 and Appendix R to 10 CFR 50 has been
pending since May 1980. The Commission has recently approved 2 revised
final version of that proposed Section 50.48 and Appendix R to 10 CFR 50
which will be published in the Federal Register shortly and will become
effective 90 days after publication. This revised 10 CFR 50.48 will
contain schedules for completion of all fire protectfon modifications.

One set of schedules will be applicable to features covered by Appendix R.

A similar set of schedules will be applicable to a1l other fire protection

modifications that have been approved by the NRC staff fn a staff safety
evaluation report. This latter set of schedules will require completion
of modifications not covered by Appendix R by schedules specified in

the revised rule or by the dates now specified as license conditions,
whichever 1s sooner, unless an extension or exemption {s approved by NRC.

some of the completion dates discussed in the SER for your facility may

be associated with modi fications for which the NRC staff required additional
{nformation, such as design details or test results, to be subsequently
reviewed and approved by the NRC staff prior to implementation. To the
extent that there are fire protection modifications such as this for your
facility and the required additional information has not yet been approved
by the staff as evidenced in 2 staff safety evaluation report, there is no
present implementation requirement; consequently, completion of such items
will be governed by the schedules in the revised rule.

In the interim, pending the effective date of the revised rule, the Commission
has approved a new Section 50.48 of 10 CFR 50 suspending completion dates

for fire protection modifications previously approved by the NRC staff.

This new section became effective upon publication in the Federal Register

on October 29, 1980 (45 FR 71569). A copy of the new rule 1s enclosed

for your information. This rule will be superseded by the revised rule when

{t becomes effective.
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which fire protection features associated
by Appendix R and would thu
which are previously approved items wh

get of schedules.

Enclosure:
As stated

cc w/enclosure:
See next page

DISTRIBUTION:
Docket File
NRC PDR

L PDR

TERA

NSIC

ORB#3 Rdg
NRR Rdg
EGCase
DEisenhut
RPurple
TNovak
RTedesco
GLainas
JRoe
VBenaroya

RAClark

Project Manager

PMKreutzer¢2)
ACRS (16)
RFerguson (5)
JHeltemes

Gray File -ORB#3

T Poam baek

to identify specifically

Sincerely,

Original signed by
Darrell @G. Eisenhut
parrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing
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NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION )
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555
November 14, 1980
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Docket No. 50-336

Mr. W. G. Counsil, Vice President
Nuclear Engineering & Operations

Northeast Nuclear Energy Company

P. 0. Box 270

Hartford, Connecticut 06101

Dear Mr. Counsil:

As you know, a proposed Section 50.48 and Appendix R to 10 CFR 50 has been
pending since May 1980. The Commission has recently approved a revised
final version of that proposed Section 50.48 and Appendix R to 10 CFR 50
which will be published in the Federal Register shortly and will become
effective 90 days after publication. This revised 10 CFR 50.48 will
contain schedules for completion of all fire protection modifications.

One set of schedules will be applicable to features covered by Appendix R.
A similar set of schedules will be applicable to all other fire protection
modifications that have been approved by the NRC staff in a staff safety
evaluation report. This latter set of schedules will require completion

of modifications not covered by Appendix R by schedules specified in

the revised rule or by the dates now specified as license conditions,
whichever is sooner, unless an extension or exemption is approved by NRC.

Some of the completion dates discussed in the SER for your facility may

be associated with modifications for which the NRC staff required additional
information, such as design details or test results, to be subsequently
reviewed and approved by the NRC staff prior to implementation. To the
extent that there are fire protection modifications such as this for your
facility and the required additional information has not yet been approved
by the staff as evidenced in a staff safety evaluation report, there is no
present implementation requirement; consequently, completion of such items
will be governed by the schedules in the revised rule.

In the interim, pending the effective date of the revised rule, the Commission
has approved a new Section 50.48 of 10 CFR 50 suspending completion dates

for fire protection modifications previously approved by the NRC staff.

This new section became effective upon publication in the Federal Register

on October 29, 1980 (45 FR 71569). A copy of the new rule s enclosed

for your information. This rule will be superseded by the revised rule when
it becomes effective.



In the near future, we plan to contact you to identify specifically
which fire protection features associated with your facility are covered
by Appendix R and would thus be subject to one set of schedules, and
which are previously approved items which are covered by a different
set of schedules.

incerely,

]
u.Mector

Division of Licensing

Enclosure:
As stated

cc w/enclosure:
See next page
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Northeast Nuclear Energy Company

ce: .

William H. Cuddy, Esquire
Day, Berry & Howard
Counselors at Law

One Constitution Plaza
Hartford, Connecticut 06103

Anthony Z. Roisman

Natural Resources Defense Council
g17 15th Street, N.W.
washington, D.C. 20005

Mr.'Lawrence Bettencourt. First Selectman
.Town of Waterford

Hall of Records - 200 Boston Post Road
waterford, Connecticut 06385

Northeast Nuclear Energy Company
ATTN: Superintendent
Millstone Plant
Post Office Box 128
Waterford, Connecticut 06385

Director, Technical Assessment
Division -
office of Radiation Programs
(AW-459)
u. S. Environmental- Protection Agency
Crystal Mall #2
Arlington, Virginia 20460

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 1 Office

ATTN: EIS COORDINATOR

John F. Kennedy Federal Building
Boston, Massachusetts 02203

Haterford poblic Library
Rope Ferry Road, Route 156
Waterford, Connecticut 06385

Northeast Utflities éervice Company

ATTN: Mr. James R. Himmelwright

Nuclear Engineering and- Operations

p. 0. Box 270

. Hartford, Connecticut 06101

Mr. John Shedlosky

Resident Inspector/Millstone
c/o U.S. NRC

P. 0. Drawer KK

Niantic, CT 06357

Mr. Charles B. Brin'tman

Manager - Washington Nuclear
Operations

C-E Power Systems

Combustion Engireering, 1lnc.

4853 Cordell Ave., Suite A-1,

Bethesda, Maryland 20014

Connecticut Energy Agency

-ATTN: Assistant Director, Research

and Policy Development
Department of Planni
partee ng and Energy
20 Grand Street

Hartford, Connecticut 06106
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published on October 1, 1980, 45 FR g:;{omzs the following :pedfic earlier anticipated bas been reqeired to
64548. The comrected § 0.51 is published ctions: ) . prepare a fina] rule on fire protection.
below. s e & e o Al o‘n;i? theu!;x;a‘lvg!;’ Isnexs N
CTIVE . 0033778 Filed 90-20-80: 8:43 am) . compietion, cocposeie gn
EFFE OATE: April 18, 1550. 2:: €00t E713-0%4 - implementation schedule difere= from
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: : that in the proposed rule. it has ot yet |
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" appREsS: Federa] Communications oﬁﬁg’ gsGULATORY publication. -
Ccmmission, Washington, D.C. 20554. . tCertaintNRC h;?;;see;.hque. are
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: " IOCFRPartS0  _ . atpresent operating under license
in the Matter of amendment of Part 0 - : gndmoniioc?lnmdudc:!themﬁ ons
1o transfer suthority for common carrier ~ Fire Protection Schedules for ereto wk NovemDer 1
matters involving public coast stations - Operating Nuclear Power Plants - deadline or other dates which wil |
"~ 1o the Private Radio Bureau. . precede the efiective date of the £nal
. AGENCY: US. Nuclear Regulatory rule. To the extent thatthese Ecesees
Released: August 18. 3920. : Commission. - have been unable to complete all 6f the
1.In the Order in the above-captioned - AcTion:Finslrule. . . @ 277 - fire prolection measures to whick these

= e RO IO e T Nunr Rty
amended to reflect 2 transfer of function _C_on_um_ssiux; ";?‘c] is ':ﬂnmningegg_
.« $rom the Common Carrier Bureau to the .. rtgul?gns ',’;h'?,ﬁmf Y & np. fire the final sule becomes effective, ssce
Private Radio Bureau (45 FR 25393, April %P ‘.hm!.‘ egues lor ”ﬁ sin i the implementation schedule conained
15, 1880). .. protection ‘eatures "i opera f:;g Buciear i, the final rule will supersede
2. Section 0.91 of the rules was also . plants aem’x.ng cf:::p et:o:ﬁo 15 0ngoIRE i eonsistent license conditions.
. _.amended by Order, FCC 78-882, :-;lmp ¥ .ensx;:i protec °‘;s The Comniission bas detercine?,
- released Ma=ch 7, 1980. to refiect the " emakmgt.’ s suspens;ggc li - ..based upon a review of the exsire cecprd
recrganization of the Common Carrier ~ ne::e'sng e_c:aus_: ;ome 1 ﬁlcensees in this rulemaking. that relief o= these ~ -
_Bureau. Through inadvertence, our are ;‘“ elo mede gf. protec ‘:;L din license conditions is approprizte” " -
Order of April 7, emended the language ;;::p em;ntah;ir{ s2 T:mcg‘m tine pending promulgation of the fzal snle on-
of the rule prior to its having been h“‘;" s‘:g t;;?‘ tecti mimission £ fire protection applicable 10 al NRC
.. amended by our Order of March 7, 1880 as lound that fire proteclion measures =  j;oongee; Extensive fire protectios

deadlines apply, continrued operation
would violate the license conditicas.
The violation would exten? czly ==l

already implemented give reasonable -
- [43FR3019L, M"F'h ?3‘ 1?80)' . . usuraice of safety, and that no hezlth g&iﬁ;&vzlﬁzd" bg lars The
3.To correct this situation, Section azd safety interestwould be served by gy onyavion t:he%ﬁ: of t]; il
°f1 ; ‘:’:“dgdd:; “:‘ :;r::énthu:e forcing certain licensees to shut down rule will be uniform and cos .
atizche en " s : A 1 Sprehensive,
cu-rently e%pective Janguage of the rule. during the brief period I.Jetweeg the and will apply to all operating pla=ts
Y : license condition deadlines and the including those with différent s=hedules
mupunications Commission. _ efectiveness of the final fire protection -1ng LI0St e .
Federal Conmunications . - : _ . contained in license conditions. N:
. [Secs:4.3x.42 Stat s amended, 106,102, rule. < public health and safety interest would
$7USCIR. 33  EFFECTIVE DATE: October 2, 1980, be served by forcing only those
William J. Tricarico, . FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: licensees unable to meetdeadiines
-Secretory. ‘- Wiliilam Shields‘.J gffice ccl:!’ Ex;cu‘gve f&ecedix;lg th: eﬂetf:ﬁv‘ehne;s elf’ thefnal -
Legal Director, . Nuclear Regulatory e to shut down for the brief &atesimm.
col:aenog ?ﬁg’ ,:’;t;:glu? ﬁ?;:g: gﬂi},d Cgm:nission. Washington, D.C. 20555, To the conltr]:eryé thi; ﬁx;e protecioz
as follows : phone 301-492-8885. measures aiready implemested give
In § 0.61 the introductory text is SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May  reasonable assurance that all opezating
revised to read as follows: 29, 1980, the Commission pnbhshed in °' nuclear plmu may continue to op=ate
" the Federal Register {45 FR 36082) ¢ -nfel.y even _ﬁ}O“Bh the final Nk wIl
§021 Functions of the Bureau. Notice of Proposed Rulemeking entitled - require additional fire-protectian
‘The Common Carrier Bureau Fire Protection Program for Nuclear measures &t many plants.
" develops, recommends and administers  Plants Operating Prior to January 1, The Administrative Procediuse At

policies 2nd programs for the regulation  1578." The proposed rule provided that provides that 2 rule may be effective .
of services, facilities, rates and practices 21l fire protection modifications except . uponpublication when that rule “ganss

of entities{excluding public coast alternate or dedicated shutdown _orrecognizes an exception cr relieves 2
stalians in the maritime mobile service)  capability would be required to be restriction.” 5 U.S.C. £53(d)(2). This rul=
which furnish interstate or foreign implemented by November 1, 1880, relieves certzin NRC licensees Sro=
communications service for hire— unless the Commission spprove en .. .. license conditions or technica!
whether by wire, radio, cable or satellite  extension for good cause. This deadline ~ ¢pecifications thereto in regerd 1o £e
facilities—and of ancillary operations was 8lso stated in the Commission's " protection implementation deaSlines,

related 1o the provisions oruse of such ~ May 27, 1980 Memorandum and Order and will therefore be effective epoz the
servicés. The Bureau also regulates the  on the Union of Concerned Scientists  ---date of publication in the Federa!

rates, terms, and conditions for cable Petition for Emergency and Remedial Register. Furthermore, as noted atove,
television and pole attachments, where  Action. 11 NRC 707, 719. . ~- the proposed rule stated that extensiozs
-sech-attachnrents are not regulated by a Many of the commenters on the from the November 1, deadline wo=ld be
. Slate and not provided by rallroads or proposed rule contended that the considered for good causc. Extensive
governmentaliy—or cooperatively November 1 deadline was unachievable. public comment was received to the

owned utilities. The Bureau alsa Moreover, much more time than was effect that the deadline was tnrealstic
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ednesdey, October 29, 1980 / Rules and Reguiations

and should be revised Under these
circumstances the Commission believes
that there is good cause for an extension
of the license condition schedules

- pending effectiveness of the final rule en

fire protection. :

The rule provides that all compliance
dates conteined in license conditions or
technical specifications for required fire
protection measures are suspended
pending further ection by the
Commission. As is clear from the above
discussion, that further action will be
promulgation of the fina! rule on fire

rotection. The Commission intends that

icensees afi:cted by this rule should

* use best efiorts to complete all required

measures as soon as possible despite
the suspension of the deadlines for this
bizf period. .-

Pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act of
1554, as amended, the Energy
Reorganizestion Act of 1974, as amended,
and Sections 552 and 553 of Title § of the

" United States Code, notice is bereby
given thet the following amendment to
Title 10, Chapterl Code of Federal
Regulations, Pert 50, is published as &
document-subject to codificaticn.

PART 50—-DDMESTIC LICERSING OF
PRODUCTION ARD UTILIZATION
FACILITIES

1. A pew Section 50.48 is added to
) read as follows:

§ 50.42 Fire protection schedules.

To the extent that any facility’s .
licezse conditions or technical
specificaticns incorporate compliance
gates for modifications necessary to
provide fire protection features

proposed by a licensee and accepted by

the NRC staff as satisfving the
provisions of Appendix A to Branch
Technical Position BTP/APCSE €.5-1
and reflected in NRC staff Fire
Protection Safety Evalustion Reports
issued pricr to the effective date of this
rule, those dates are hereby suspended
pending further action by the
Commission.
(Sec. 161k, Pub. Law 83-703, 68 Stat. $48; Sec.
201 Pcb. Law £3-438, 88 Stat. 1242 (42 US.C.
2201(b). 5841)) .

Dated at Washingion, D.C. this 27th day of
October 3980

For the Nuclezs Regulatory Commission.
Samue] C. Chilk,
Secreicry of the Commission.
1R Doc. 8~3384 Filag 10-23-4C 3034 am]
BILLMG COOE 758001
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